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                         TOM TALTY 

 
January  13 - Ron Buta  Fossil trackways 
         (amphibian/reptile) in coal beds of Alabama             
 
February 10 -  Eric O’Kerr-Anderson - Synthetic  
    Minerals 
March 9 - Aileen Henderson - Author of Eugene Al-
len Smith  Alabama: How a Geologist Shaped a State 
April 13 - Auction—Annual fund raiser for the rock  
                 club : lots of fun for all! 
May 11 - Bob Smith “Tumbler Construction” 
June 1, 2, & 3 - Tannehill Show -  Annual Rock Show 
                 put on by AMLS 
July 13 - Anita Westlake “Geohazards” 
August 10 - Kim Cochran 
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New year, lots of things to do and to fin-

ish.  At our board meeting this Tuesday night we 
will be discussing many things including committee 
chairmanships, the nominating committee, etc.  If 
you are interested in participating more in the club, 
or even perhaps chairing a committee for us please 
send me an e-mail to let me know about your inter-
est.  (Please note: This does not mean if you were a 
chairperson in 2011 you are off the hook for 2012).  
If you send me an e-mail, please be sure to put 
something in the subject line of your e-mail that in-
dicates who you are and that you are an AMLS 
member so that your message does not get spammed 
away. ( see email address on page 2 ) 

Its budget time!  Shortly the Board will be 
bringing the recommended budget to you for ap-
proval.  I hope we can have as many items specifi-
cally identified as possibly, so that once an item is 
approved there shouldn’t be a need to come back to 
the club again for approval prior to actually making 
each expenditure.  It was January of last year that I 
first mentioned the idea of investing a portion of our 
club savings in equities (stocks) and/or bonds.  Not 
too much happened since then until our November 
meeting, when we discussed starting to actually in-
vest a small amount of the club funds in highly rated 
dividend stocks which pay in the vicinity of 4% per 
year as opposed to investing in certificates of de-
posit that earn us just a fraction of 1%.  We had 
some prior discussions about this at our board meet-
ings   President’s message continued on page 2 
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Members Serving on the Board of Directors : 

Cindy Hensley 205-823-2510 
cindyhensleyjewelry@gmail.com 

Reba Blackerby 205-678-6564 
black2200@aol.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Editor / Publications  Sandra Sullivan 
doodle_35173@yaho.com 
205-903-7062  cell 

Hospitality Chair Sue Ann Chapman 
205-338-2322 

Membership Chair  Joe Muncher 
joemunch@bellsouth.net 

Program Chair  Larry Hensley 
hensley.larry@gmail.com 

Property Custodian Joe Muncher 
joemunch@bellsouth.net 

Stamp Chair Judith Johnson  
judalinej@gmail.com 

Show Chair  Gene Blackerby 
black2200@att.net 

Webmaster Jack Smith 
dichotomy2@charter.net 

Publicity Chair  Louise Hewlett 
drhewlett@bellsouth.net 

Fieldtrip Chair 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacant 

OFFICERS  

President  Tom Talty 
205-458-1111 
taltylaw@bellsouth.net 

Vice President  Reggie Bolton 
205-870-7721 
reggie@newenvirons.net 

Treasurer Reggie Bolton 
205-870-7721 
reggie@newenvirons.net 

Recording Secretary Wanda Ritchey 
205-822-7138 
witchy2003@yahoo.com 

Corresponding  
Secretary  

Sandra Sullivan 
205-903-7062 cell 
doodle_35173@yahoo.com 

Historian Diana Carby  
205-663-1701 
skewdj@bellsouth.net 

For more information: 
AFMS and SFMS Websites 

The SFMS Newsletter, the Lodestar, and AFMS 
Newsletter are now available for all members to read 
on line at: http;//www.amfed.org/sfms and 
www.afed.org    Email: sfms@amfed.org 
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President’s Message Continued from page 1.  
and had mentioned establishing a finance committee 
for this purpose and there wasn’t much, if any, con-
cern expressed by either group then, so I was surprised 
at the lively conversation at our last club meeting.  
There were some good questions from the floor.  Most 
of these were related to risk considerations.  I think 
there was a greater response this time because of the 
motion to make a relatively small amount of money 
available in order to open the necessary stock account 
so that a finance committee could be formed (we have 
no volunteers yet) could start the process and recom-
mend policies, procedures and rules on how we should 
go about investing.  In other words, we were talking 
about really doing something.  At the end of the dis-
cussion, I was pleased to see that the vast majority of 
club members voted to earmark the amount requested 
in this years budget for this purpose. 
          I know there are still a few skeptics, and no 
doubt economic conditions are still a big factor in eve-
ryone’s mind, so let me continue to try to address this.  
First, why do we want to do this?  Our goal is to have 
a good time with friends who have similar lapidary 
interests. Available money can facilitate this greatly.  
Previously, the majority of club members have ex-
pressed an interest in having a place of our own, 
rented or purchased, for meetings and cabbing parties, 
etc.  Others have expressed a desire to purchase equip-
ment for the club.  Others have discussed more schol-
arships, gifts for speakers, and so on.   Inflation, even 
at 2% per year like it is now, eats away at our saved 
funds, when we only earn ½% per year.  For example, 
$20,000 invested at ½% per year today will grow by 
$505 in five years, Pres. message continued on pg. 3 
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Minutes of the December 16th meeting… 
             President Tom Talty called the meeting to 
order and asked John Gaston to say the blessing. 
After we all indulged in a wonderful meal, Tom 
thanked all the cooks.                                   
           Tom announced someone we don't get to see 
very much anymore, Louise Hewlett, would be the 
Publicity Chair for the Tannehill 2012 show. Also 
Tom announced Sue Ann Chapman would be the 
new Hostess for 2012 too. Gradually the board is 
being filled but the fieldtrip chair is still vacant. He 
stressed this is an important chair that needed to be 
filled A.S.A.P. 
          Tom then called on Sandra Sullivan for her 
stuff. Sandra read the mailbag items and told us of 
rockhound gift ideas that could still be had even at 
this late date. Next, Sandra brought up the Joe 
Kontzen Scholarship and as chair of that committee 
she made the announcements. Frank Morrison and 
Ferris Ritchie served on that committee with her but 
were unable to attend tonight’s meeting. Cindy 
Hensley received the Alternate Award and Reba 
Blackery is the recipient of the Joe Kontzen Award.  
        Tom lead the singing of the Christmas carol-
ing with his usual shenanigans. Gene Blackerby, 
the kazoo, was helped by nearly half the club by the 
end of our singing. Our gift exchange was last with 
many wonderful surprises. Afterwards the meeting 
was adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted by Sandra Sullivan for our 
absent Recording Secretary, Wanda Ritchie 
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It’s that time of year again folks. Our yearly dues 
are due in November per Article III of the by-laws. 
They are annual dues that run from January 1 thru 
December 31 and are payable at the annual meet-
ing. Dues for the calendar year 2012 are $20.00 
family, $15.00 single, and Juniors / Students are 
$10.00. After June 1, the cost of the membership 
dues are one-half price for new members only. 
Please see our treasurer at the meeting in order to 
remain in good standings. S.S.  
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Garnet   Birthstone for January             �

President’s message continued from page 2.  
but if it is invested at 4% per year it will grow by 
$4,333 in five years.  With 2% per year inflation what 
cost $20,000 five years ago can be expected to cost 
$22,082 in five years. If we only made $505 on our 
money in the five years, we actually lost $1,577 in 
purchasing power just because our funds were poorly 
invested.  In this example, we could have spent $2,252 
($24,333-$22,082) and still maintained our purchasing 
power.  

Yes, I understand that the value of stocks can 
go down, which is why we need to only invest in sta-
ble stocks and/or bonds, monitor them, and diversify.  
Also, consider: that when you own a good stable stock 
you own something whose price can generally be ex-
pected to come back over time while you continue to 
earn dividends; you own a company who can price in 
inflation into its products; and you own a company 
that also intends to grow its share price (usually about 
3% per year for these stocks) in addition to paying the 
dividend.  At our next club meeting, let’s briefly look 
at what happened to a couple of well known good sta-
ble stocks since the market crash of May 2008.  (I 
mean briefly, because we are a rock club). 

Last, please note that, although I am recom-
mending we invest in stocks and/or bonds, I do not 
stand to personally benefit in any way from the club 
investing its savings in stocks or bonds, Labrador re-
trievers, or tiddly winks. 
Tom Talty, President A.M.L.S. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Participating in Land Use Planning  by Dick 
Pankey, President, ALAA 
In my November article I told you about announced 
and pending Land Use Plans for the management of 
BLM and USFS land – our public land. And I told you 
how to get involved with the BLM and USFS to get 
involved with preparing these plans. Your first step is 
to make contact with the local office and tell them you 
are interested in participating in the Land Use Plan-
ning process and that you want to participate and pro-
vide input. Request a copy of all information about 
current, proposed, pending, or draft plans and to be put 
on the mailing list for all future information. Then 
read the plans and decide how they will affect your 
use, rockhounding and access in general. 
When reviewing the plans keep the following ques-
tions in mind and ask them  Continued on page 4. 
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Club & Society Shows / Swaps ~~~~ Via 
Rock&Gem web, SFMS Lodestar 12/11, and The 
Vug.com 
** NOTE - The January shows for the SFMS are all 
in Florida, our Sunshine State! Sounds like a great 
road trip!  
  
Jan 13-15 Largo, FL. Pinellas Geological Society 
36th Annual Show. Location: Largo Cultural Cen-
ter, Parkside Room. Contact: Hugh Sheffield at 727-
894 -2440 or 727-707-3236.  
 
Jan 15-16 DeLand, FL. 39th annual show; Tomoka 
Gem & Mineral Society; Volusia County Fair 
Grounds, State Rte. 44; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults 
$4, children 12 and under free. Contact Florence D. 
Nordquist (386) 226-4032; e-mail: 
fndesign@aol.com; Web site: www.tomokagms.org  
 
Jan 28-29 Panama City, FL  21st annual show; 
Panama City Gem & Mineral Society; Bay County 
Fairgrounds; 2230 E. 15th St.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; 
free admission; exhibits, door prizes, gems, miner-
als, fossils, jewelry, beads, lapidary art, wire wrap-
ping, silversmithing; contact Joseph Schings, 224 
Collinfurst Square, Panama City, FL 32404-8530, 
(850) 871-1846; e-mail: mojo3002@comcast.net  
 
Jan 1-31�Quartzsite,  AZ Wholesale and retail 
show; Desert Gardens RV Park; 1055 Kuehn St.; I-
10 Exit 17; Sun. 9-6 daily; free admission; crystals, 
minerals, rough, polished, jewelry, lapidary equip-
ment; contact Sharon or Sandy, 1055 Kuehn St., 
Quartzsite, AZ 85346, (928) 927-6361; e-mail: 
dggemshow@ureach.com; Web site: 
www.desertgardensrvpark.net 

Jan 6-8�Mesa, AZ 40th annual show; Flagg Min-
eral Foundation; Mesa Community College; US 60 
at Dobson, southwest parking lot; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, 
Sun. 9-5; free admission; Peralta Stone maps ex-
hibit, fluorescent display, free children's activities, 
free samples for children and teachers, more than 
100 dealers, crystals, minerals, fossils, club and mu-
seum booths; contact Dr. Ray Grant, PO Box 41834, 

Mesa, AZ 85274, (480) 892-0779; e-mail: Pres-
myk@cox.net ; Web site: www.AZMinFun.com 

Jan 6-15 Quartzsite, AZ Tyson Wells Enterprises 
Inc.; Tyson Wells Show Grounds; 100 W. Kuehn 
St.; Fri. 9-5 daily; free admission; rocks, gems, min-
erals, jewelry, silver and gold smithing, faceting, 
precious metals, lapidary tools, equipment, supplies; 
contact Kym Scott, P.O. Box 60, Quartzsite, AZ 
85346, (928) 927-6364; e-mail: tysonwells@tds.net; 
Web site: www.tysonwells.com                        
TUCSON SHOWS!! Start at the end of January - 
End in the middle of February!    

Land Use cont’d. from pg 3.  at the meetings 
or in response for input about the plans:  
•Where will mineral collecting and mineral explora-
tion/development be allowed, prohibited or 
restricted? Please provide a map. 
•What are the known mineral collecting sites or 
mines in the Decision area? Please provide a map. 
Include location information (county, township, 
range, section, latitude, longitude, name of site). 
•What mineral collecting sites or mines will be 
removed from casual use, exploration or develop-
ment? Please provide a map and a list of sites. 
•For mineral collecting sites or mines that are not 
closed to exploration or development, how will 
access be restricted or allowed to them? 
•For areas proposed for closure, why was closure 
chosen? This is probably the most important 
question. What other alternatives to closure were 
considered? Was restricted access by permit consid-
ered as an alternative to total closure? Under what 
conditions can vehicles be used to access the 
site? Please provide a list of sites and summary of         
access restrictions to each one. 
•How did BLM calculate the economic impacts 
of mineral collecting and mineral exploration and 
development? Did BLM consider that mineral 
collectors contribute to local economies by their 
exploration activities? 
•Variations of these questions can and should be 
asked about access, road use/Travel Management 
Plans, dispersed camping, and other recreational 
uses.  Other important points to make when provid-
ing a response on Land Use        Continued on pg 8. 
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Members Advertizing Corner  This is a new  
slot in the newsletter. Members can adver-
tize their shops here or items for sale. Send 
Sandra Sullivan your information to her 
email address doodle_35173@yahoo.com  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Black Bear Trading Company 
John A. O’Neal 
2407 Hemlock Drive 
Hueytown, AL. 35023                205-277-9390 
jostc@aol.com                            205-643-2394 
Featuring old copies of the Rock & Gem Magazine, 
dealer for new machines, wheels, blades and has a 
good variety of rocks for sale. 

JANUARY 2012 Volume 52, Issue 1 

Monthly Bench Tips from Brad Smith 
Here's a couple jewelry BenchTip items for use in 
your next club newsletter. 
Wishing you some great times over the holidays,- 
Brad  *BTW If you like opals, you may want to 
look at  http://www.justluxe.com/community/
worlds-largest-opal-matrix-found-in-
australia_a_1669977.php 
 
However, the American Opal Society points out 
the this is definitely not the largest ever found. 
** NOTE -  this was sent after our Dec. issue of 
this newsletter was sent out.  
Your friendly editor, Sandra Sullivan 
 
SHARP KNIVES FOR CUTTING MOLDS 
Cutting molds is easier and more precise with a 
sharp blade. A new Xacto blade is sufficient for 
cutting RTV molds but is usually not sharp 
enough for vulcanized rubber. For that it's best to 
use scalpel blades available from most jewelry 
supply companies. The #11 blade is triangle 
shaped, and the #12 is hawksbill shaped. I find 
the hawksbill is particularly nice for cutting the 
registration keys of the mold. 
 
USE YOUR THUMB 
When using multiple bits in 
your Foredom, you often have 
to deal with several different 
shaft sizes - the usual 3/32 
inch burs, the larger 1/8 inch 
shafts sizes and of course 
many different drill sizes. For some reason I 
really dislike having to turn the key multiple times 
to open or close the jaws of the handpiece chuck. 
There's nothing you can do to avoid multiple key 
turns when opening up the jaws, but there's a 
neat trick to close the jaws around a smaller 
shaft. Hold the new bit in the center of the open 
chuck jaws, put your thumb lightly onto the outer 
toothed collar of the chuck, and gently start up 
the Foredom. As the chuck turns, it will naturally 
tighten the jaws around the shaft of the bit. Then 
all you have to do is a final tightening with the 
key. More BenchTips by Brad Smith are at 
groups.yahoo.com/group/BenchTips/    or 
facebook.com/BenchTips 

 
 
  

Joe Muncher says … He has been busy writing 
another booklet. This one is on  making a bolo. 
Here is what Joe sent in for the newsletter.  

 MAKING A BOLO   
      By Joe W. Muncher          

                       A  “How to Book” 

The BOLO is a standard item within the lapidary 
circle and can be a topic of discussion. Most 
BOLOS are mounted in base metal and the stone 
have to be cut to fit the mount. The instructions out-
lined within the booklet will allow you to make 
your own mount using sterling silver regardless of 
size or shape of the stone. This also includes the 
free-form stone. 
I have perfected this method of silver work for 
those who do not have or have access to standard 
silversmith tools and equipment.  
YES, THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAN ALSO AP-
PLY THE STANDARD SILVERSMITH PROCE-
DURES.  
These procedures use inexpensive tools and sup-
plies available at local supply stores, flea markets, 
hobby stores, eBay, and the internet. A list of tools 
and supplies used to make a BOLO is provided 
within the booklet.   
As you become familiar with the procedures I have 
outlined within the booklet, you can apply them to 
your own design. This booklet will be available by 
February 2012.  



 

ROCKHOUND ROUNDUP 

6 

 
 
 
 
  

        JANUARY 2012 Volume 52, Issue 1 

MINERALOGY  
Opals: Natural, Synthetic or Fraudulent  
     Early last March, federal authorities in Minneapolis arrested an Australian man on charges of selling more than 
$2 million worth of imitation opals, which he claimed were rare natural specimens from Down Under. According to 
a criminal complaint reported in the Pioneer Press, Robert John Kane sold more than 50 nationwide jewelry dis-
tributors rights to territories along with an inventory of “fake” opals through newspaper ads that promised profit 
margins between $324,000 and $810,000 per year.  
Like selling low-cost beachfront property in Montana, the opal scam is a typical example of how an unscrupulous 
person can take advantage of a gullible gemstone buyer, said reputable opal dealers. But far more problematic is the 
industry-wide confusion surrounding what constitutes an imitation opal versus a synthetic opal.  
     “This is a very difficult area in terms of definition,” said Kenneth Scarratt, lab director of the American Gem 
Trade Association’s Gemological Testing Center. “There are synthetic opals out there, and there are imitation opals 
with close properties to synthetics.” A synthetic stone has “virtually identical physical, chemical, and optical prop-
erties to its naturally occurring counterpart,” said Gerry Manning of Manning International, the oldest opal dealer in 
the country. “In other words, a synthetic gemstone is almost identical to a natural gemstone of the same type, but 
for the fact that it is made in the laboratory and not in the earth.”  
     But with opals, it’s not unusual to find synthetics that contain a high plastic content – so much so that they dis-
play different chemical and physical properties from their lab-grown counterparts. These gems are probably closer 
to being classes as stimulants, or imitation opals, because they will not meet the FTC’s strict requirements for label-
ing something a synthetic. Trouble is, without an in-depth laboratory analysis, many buyers will find it very diffi-
cult to identify these “pseudo synthetics.”  
     “Any lab that gives a cursory examination and calls something a synthetic without actually looking at 
its molecular structure is doing a major disservice to the industry,” said Manning. “Empirical testing has 
great limits. It does not yield the info necessary to determine if something has plastic or a super silica 
product.” Manning said the problem has been worsened by the popularity of marketing gemstones on 
television, where “an unnatural demand has created an unnatural supply.” While exact numbers are im-
possible to pin down, industry sources said there are far more natural and imitation opals in the market-
place than true synthetics, which are produced by only a handful of reputable companies, including Gil-
son and Inamore, both based in Japan.  
     The imitation synthesis of opal – there are no bounds to its production,” said Scarrett. “You can go on pro-
ducing it forever. The volume is as large as you want to make it.” So, how can you protect yourself from being 
duped into buying imitations that are passed off as synthetic, or even natural, opals? If you’re not willing to go 
through destructive analysis to get yourself a comprehensive lab report, use the following guidelines:  
(a.) Look for the telltale “lizard-skin” or “chicken-wire” patterns on the opal to determine whether it’s been manu-

factured in a lab [ed. comment: of course, a badly crazed natural opal could have the same look]. 
(b.) The easiest way to determine origin is by price. “If it’s too cheap, it’s got to be imitation,” said Manning. Simu-

lated opal is generally about 100 to 1,000 times cheaper than comparable color and quality natural material, 
while a true synthetic sells for about 10 to 100 times less than natural. (Kane paid between 50¢ and $1.50 per 
carat for his opals.)  

(c.) “If it’s sticks to the touch, that’s another indication that it’s an imitation,” said Manning.  
(d.) Try this [potentially destructive] experiment: hold the sample in a pair of tweezers and light a match under it 

for about 20 seconds. “If it carbonizes quickly, that will indicate a high content of resins,” said Manning. “Hold 
it longer and if you get an odor, that will indicate that it’s glued” – and therefore imitation.  
[Editor’s Note: This article, by an unidentified author, found on the internet is linked to www.pinfire.de. Many 
an opal buyer (including my wife during a trip to Australia a decade ago) have been fooled into buying imita-
tion opals for natural opal prices. Nonetheless, with regards to item (d) above, this editor does not recommend 
putting a flame to a valuable opal.]  
[P.S. And now for Chapter 2 of this Kane story … again from the internet … now, we don’t know if Kane 
was delivering capped doubles or the standard variety.  Had Kane argued that doublets are    continued on pg 7. 
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Minerals - Opals Continued from page 6.  still opals, just not solid natural opals, he may have had a legal leg to 
stand on. Take an opals class at William Holland School of Lapidary Arts, and you will be able to recognize the 
difference. 

A Minneapolis, MN man, Robert John Kane, pleaded guilty on Oct 1, 2011 to orchestrating a $2.3 million mail-
fraud scheme involving the sale of opal distributorships, mostly through newspaper ads. More than fifty people paid 
him between $10,000 and $96,000 for a distribution territory and inventory of gems which they were told came 
from his opal mine in Australia and could be sold for $90 per carat. In fact, they were actually thin slices of opal 
glued to other cheaper stones, known as "doublets," which came from a Des Moines gemstone distributor and cost 
him less than $1.50 per carat. Kane also pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit fraud and tax evasion while his 
"national sales director," Gloria J. Quinn, pleaded guilty to conspiring in the scheme. They both await sentencing. 

                                                   Via the official newsletter of the SFMS Lodestar Vol. XXXV Issue 10 or 12/11  

Website links to check out : 

International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter    http://www.gemstone.org/ 
Georgia Meteorite Association      http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/ 
William Holland      www.lapidaryschool.org 
Wildacres Retreat     http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html 
Al Mineral Locality Index      http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA 
GIA     http://www.gia.edu    
Where to find treasure    http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page    Via the Golden Nugget 1/12 

“ARTISTS ON THE BLUFF”  CECILY CHANEY’S CLASS SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 2012 
 
3/1     silver smithing mini                      10 am – 2 pm      ring            $75.         materials     $35. 
3/2     silver smithing mini                        4 pm – 8 pm      ring            $75.         materials     $35. 
3/8     wirewrapping cuff & earrings       10 am – 2 pm                        $30.         materials     $20. 
3/9     cold connection mini  cuff              4 pm – 8 pm  earrings         $50.         materials     $20. 
3/15   silver smithing workshop                1 pm – 9 pm  session        $450.         materials   $100. 
3/16   silver smithing workshop contd.     9 pm – 5 pm 
3/17   silver smithing workshop contd.     9 pm – 5 pm 
3/18   silver smithing workshop contd.     9 pm – 5 pm 
3/22   silver smithing mini                       10 am – 2pm  pendant        $75.           materials    $75. 
3/23   wirewrapping                                  4 pm – 8 pm                       $30.          materials    $35. 
3/27   connection weekly classes              4 pm – 8 pm                     $250.          materials    $80. 
3/29   connection weekly classes              4 pm – 8 pm   continued 
3/31   silver smithing mini                      10 am – 2 pm       ring          $75.          materials    $35. 
 
Location : There's a new opportunity in Birmingham. Metal working classes are available at my studio at 
“Artists on the Bluff” in Hoover. We will use sterling silver and copper to make unusual jewelry. The address 
is 571 Park Ave which is down the street from where the Bluff Park Art Show is held. Class schedule is posted 
above and on my website at www.cecilyart.com. Classes are held in the old school buildings of the Bluff Park 
Elementary School. This school is located beside the new elementary school buildings. Look for the big sign 
that says “Artist on the Bluff” out front. My classroom is actually in the back part of these buildings that is 
connected by a covered sidewalk. Contact information ~ 205-631-6361, email address: cgc6361@charter.net 
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Crater Lecture  Sponsored by Wetumpka Impact Crater Commission and City of Wetumpka 
Dr. David King Jr., Professor of Geology, Auburn University, will conduct a free public lecture on the science 
of the impact crater in Wetumpka on Thursday, Feb. 2nd at 7:00 pm in the Wetumpka Civic Center, Main 
Street, Wetumpka. This is an excellent opportunity to hear how scientists have proven the size and scope of the 
impact and get an update on Dr. King’s most recent research. This lecture is an excellent complement to the 
tours scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 4th.  
      Wetumpka is the site of the greatest natural disaster to ever hit Alabama, a large meteor strike. It created a 
five-mile wide crater that is still visible near where the city now sits. This happened over 85 million years ago 
near the end of the “Age of Dinosaurs”. First discovered in the mid 1970s, a crater or astrobleme, meaning 
“star wound” was confirmed in 1998 by Dr. David King Jr., Professor of Geology, Auburn University. Be-
cause the location was covered by a shallow sea at the time of impact, scientists have declared it to be one of 
the “best preserved marine impact craters in the world”. Each year the Wetumpka Impact Crater Commission 
and City of Wetumpka sponsor several Crater events, a public lecture by Dr David King and Friday school 
tours and Saturday public tours of the Crater. 
    The Friday, Feb. 3rd, tours will be open to a limited number of school students on a first reserved basis. 
Teachers can call the number below for information. On Saturday, Feb. 4th, the Crater Tours will be held 
hourly on starting at 8:30am, with van transportation provided. The tour is divided into two parts, (1) lecture 
and information & (2) the van tour. Total cost of both parts of the tour including a guidebook is $20 for adults, 
$10 for children up to 12, accompanied by an adult. (Not recommended for very small children.) You can at-
tend only the lecture and the charge is $5, with children up to age 12, admitted free. Additional guidebooks can 
be purchased for $5, if available. Lectures begin at 8:30am, 9:30am, 10:30am, 12:00am & 1pm. The van tours 
will load immediately following the lecture. Van tour space is very limited and must be reserved before Janu-
ary 27th. Participants need to meet at the Wetumpka Civic Center on Main Street, 15 minutes prior to their 
tour time. Reservations are required. For additional information and reservations, contact Tiffany Robinson at 
334-567-5147 email trobinson@cityofwetumpka.com����Via The Golden Nugget 1/12 and the City of Wetumpka website 
��������������������������������������������������� �����������������������������������������������
Land Use cont’d.   Plans whether written or orally at a meetings are: 1) The area has been used for decades by 
rockhounds. 2) BLM should take steps to improve vehicular access to the collecting areas. Instead, they are 
restricting access and won’t even let a person pick up a rock in the preferred alternative (no casual use).3) It is 
against BLM policy to close areas to mining unless there is a clear conflict with other uses that can’t be re-
solved any other way. The BLM proposal is not in conformance with BLM policy. 4) BLM could manage the 
area through a permit system. It is not necessary to close the area to protect archaeological features and arti-
facts in a ACEC. 5) We support the concept and land management based on the principals of Multiple Use.  
And remember: The Land Use Plans that are in development today affects how we will be able to use and have 
access to these public lands for the next few decades! How do you want your public land managed, by the us-
ers or by the preservationists? Be involved in the future! ALAA  or  AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSO-
CIATION                                                                                    via AFMS Newsletter Dec. 2011and Jan.2012 

Wetumpka, Alabama sits right on the bull's eye of the greatest natural disaster in 
Alabama's history. The hills just east of downtown are the eroded remains of a five-
mile-wide impact crater that was blasted into the bedrock of what is now Elmore 
County. The mighty blast occurred near the end of the "Age of Dinosaurs," about 
84.4 million years ago. All around the semi-circular pattern of hills that make up the 
remaining rim of the crater, the hard rocks of the Piedmont are bent sharply and 
point away from the center of the impact. The normally horizontal layers of more 
recent surface rocks are mixed in and around the crater suggesting an incredible ex-
plosion that would have destroyed all life in a radius of many miles. Each year, the 
City of Wetumpka sponsors a lecture and crater tours for the public to tour the sites 
which are predominantly located on private property.  
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Last page funnies…        My Favorite Animal                       

Our teacher asked what my favorite animal was, and I said, "Fried chicken."  
She said I wasn't funny, but she couldn't have been right, because everyone else laughed. 
My parents told me to always tell the truth. I did. Fried chicken is my favorite animal. I 
told my dad what happened, and he said my teacher was probably a member of PETA.  
He said they love animals very much. I do too. Especially chicken, pork and beef. Any-
way, my teacher sent me to the principal's office. I told him what happened, and he laughed, too. Then he told 
me not to do it again.  

The next day in class my teacher asked me what my favorite live animal was. I told her it was chicken. She 
asked me why, so I told her it was because you could make them into fried chicken. 

She sent me back to the principal's office. He laughed, and told me not to do it again.  
 
I don't understand. My parents taught me to be honest, but my teacher doesn't like it when I am. 

Today, my teacher asked us to tell her what famous person we admire most. I told her, "Colonel Sanders."  

Guess where I am now…                                                                                              Via an email buddy, FM 

 

ATTENTION MEMBERS : Please fill out the form below because dues are due in the month of November. 
Please update the membership list with address and email addresses for receiving newsletter via the internet.
                                     A.M.L.S. Application for Membership                    _____New ____Renewal 
 
NAME (S) ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY ____________________________________ STATE _________________ ZIP _______________ 
 
HOME PHONE ___________________________ WORK PHONE ______________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Family $20. _______ Single $15. _______ Junior / Student $10. _______  After June 1, the cost of the mem-
bership dues are one-half price for new members only. Dues for regular members are to be renewed at the No-
vember meeting and/or before January 1 of the new year. 
Please make checks payable to the  ALABAMA MINERAL & LAPIDARY SOCIETY  and mail to  
                        P.O. Box 1067 Springville, AL. 35146 
Meeting Date: Second Friday of each month except for the month of June. The Tannehill Show 
                       takes the place of the June monthly meeting.  
Place: Emmet O’Neal Library   50 Oak St.  Mountain Brook, AL. 35213        PH. (205) 445-1101 
Time: 6:30 p.m.                          
     Visitors Welcomed                          Date Received:____________ 



SANDRA SULLIVAN, EDITOR 
P.O. BOX 1067 
SPRINGVILLE, AL.  35146  
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MAILING LABEL 

******REMEMBER FOLKS****** 
  
BUY, SEND, AND SAVE THOSE COMMEMORATIVE 
STAMPS FOR THE SCHOLAESHIPS. 
  
PLEASE SEND ANY ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION IN THIS NEWSLET-
TER TO THE EDITORS’ EMAIL ADDRESS  AT 
LEAST TWO WEEKS BEFORE MEETING DATE FOR THAT MONTH. 
THIS WILL ALLOW AMPLE TIME  TO BE INCLUDED IN NEXT OUT-
GOING PUBLICATION. 

website: http//www.lapidaryclub.com 

POSTAGE 

Meeting : JANUARY 13, 2012   
               FRIDAY the 13th 
Place:  Emmet O’Neal Library 
Time: 7 p.m. food / fellowship with the program  
           beginning at 7:30 p.m.            
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ALABAMA MINERAL and LAPIDARY  SOCIETY INC. 
Birmingham, Alabama 

 
The Alabama Mineral & Lapidary Society is a non-profit organization for people interested in geology, mineralogy, 
paleontology, and the lapidary arts. Membership is open to all people interested in the objectives of the society. Dues for 
the calendar year 2012 are $20.00 family, $15.00 single, and Juniors / Students are $10.00. Checks should be made pay-
able to the Alabama Mineral & Lapidary Society and given to the treasurer.  The society holds regular meetings on the 
second Friday of the month at 6:30 PM. (except the month of June because of the Tannehill Show). Meetings are 
currently held in the meeting rooms of the Emmet O’Neal Library in Mt. Brook and usually last an hour and a half. 
There is a half hour of snacks and fellowship preceding the meeting.  
 

           The society is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, and 
the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Reprint rights are granted for any information in the bulletin except minutes and copy-
righted articles with permission to print one time only in ROCK HOUND ROUNDUP, provided credit is given to the author and the original 
publication as well as the bulletin. Exchange bulletins should be addressed to the editor. 

             

  THE SOUTHEAST FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETI ES, INC 

A NON-PROFIT, NON-COMMERCIAL, NON-POLITICAL ORGANIZ ATION AND 
REGIONAL FEDERATION OF THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 

MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES 

PURPOSE: 
To bring about a closer association of clubs and societies devoted to the study of Earth Sciences and The practice of Lapidary arts 

and crafts in the Southeast part of the United States. 
  

OBJECTIVE: 
To cooperate with similar Federations to promote public interest in the Earth sciences and the Conservation of natural resources. 

  


